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AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF A SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR 
AND NOT TO EXCEED FIVE DEPUTIES WITH POWER TO INVESTI- 
GATE IMPROPER AND ILLEGAL CONDUCT IN THE TRANSAC- 
TION OF THE BUSINESS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES, AND TO PROSECUTE SUCH CONDUCT WHERE FOUND 
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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted’the. 
following 


REPORT 


{To accompany S. J. Res. 143] 


The Committee on the Judiciary reports herewith an original 
resolution (S. J. Res. 143) and recommends that the resolution do 
pass. 


BACKGROUND 


On February 14, 1952, there was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary a resolution (S. J. Res. 132) introduced by Mr. Clements, 
in his capacity as acting floor leader, pursuant to a message from the 
President of the United States transmitted to the Congress on that 
same date. (The President’s message has been printed in full as 
Senate Document 355, Eighty-second Congress, second session, and 
therefore will not be set forth here.) 

For the purpose of consideration of Senate Joint Resolution 132, a 
special subcommittee was appointed, consisting of Senators McCarran, 
chairman, Eastland, O’Conor, Smith, Wiley, Ferguson, and Hendrick- 
son. This subcommittee held a number of meetings. At its first 
meeting, the subcommittee voted unanimously against giving to a 
Special Assistant to the Attorney General the power to grant immunity 
for criminal acts. The subcommittee was cognizant that a bill to 
grant such power to the Attorney General had previously been re- 
ported favorabl wy another subcommittee of Fudliery and was 
pending before the full committee. 

It became the sense of the subcommittee, toward the end of its 
deliberations, that a new approach to the matter should be taken, 
different from the proposal contained in Senate Joint Resolution 132. 
The action now taken by the full committee represents such a new 
approach. 





AUTHORIZE APPOINTMENT OF A SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR 


PURPOSE OF RESOLUTION 


In brief, the purpose of this resolution is to authorize the appoint- 
ment by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, of a special investigator who shall have full power to investi- 
gate corruption in Government or in connection with the conduct of 
Government business. 

The bill would give this investigator subpena powers and the right 
to have court enforcement of his authority to subpena witnesses and 
to require them to answer questions or produce books, papers, or 
other documents. 

The special investigator would have authority to go before a grand 
jury and present such matters as he saw fit, or to conduct any other 
kind of legal proceedings which a United States attorney may by law 
be authorized to conduct. 

The special investigator would be appointed for a term of 1 year 
from the date of approval of the authorizing act, and would receive 
a salary of $20,000 per year. 

The President would be authorized to appoint not to exceed five 
deputy special investigators, also with the advice and consent of the 
Senate; and any deputy so appointed and confirmed would be allowed 
to exercise, upon designation by the special investigator, any power 
granted to the special investigator himself. 

The bill further provides that any document obtained by the 
special investigator from any source shall remain subject to subpena 
by any congressional body, including a duly constituted congressional 
‘committee, except in the case of any Executive paper which the Presi- 


dent shall declare is required in the interest of national security to be 
withheld. 
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